[image: image1.jpg]- AVAction\\ on Access
The National Co-ordination Team for Widening Participation




March 2009 Bulletin - Issue 58
Contents:

Welcome
Advice and Guidance on Widening Participation Strategic Assessments
Update on Aimhigher Associates Scheme
Higher Education Academy Launches Research Seminar Series for 2009
General Information
Information Requests
Events
Alternative Formats
Bulletin


 
Welcome
Welcome to the March edition of the Action on Access bulletin which features an update on the Aimhigher Associates Scheme and details of the 2009 Higher Education Academy’s research series entitled, ‘Access and Success for All’, which it is running in partnership with Action on Access and the Equality Challenge Unit. 
Advice and Guidance on Widening Participation Strategic Assessments

Action on Access has been asked to manage a helpdesk to give advice and guidance in addition to that of HEFCE, regarding the Widening Participation Strategic Assessments and the accompanying HEFCE Guidance. Higher education institutions and HEFCE directly-funded further education colleges are invited to seek advice and guidance from Action on Access. Contact Co-Directors, John Storan or Rhiannon Evans, (call 01695 650 870 or e-mail strategicassessment@actiononaccess.org). Our online answers to frequently asked questions about widening participation strategic assessments provide further information. 

Update on Aimhigher Associates Scheme

What is the Aimhigher Associates Scheme?

The Aimhigher Associates Scheme focuses on using undergraduate students (Associates) in HEIs to support school and college students from disadvantaged backgrounds who possess the ability to do well in Higher Education but are not being given the encouragement and opportunity to apply to the full range of HEIs on offer.  The aim is to provide support for these underrepresented learners at key points in their education so that they will be able to progress to higher education equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to succeed even at the most competitive HEIs.

How is the Scheme being established?

The Scheme consists of two phases:

1. In the first phase, 2008–09, 17 Pathfinder Aimhigher Area Partnerships are developing the Scheme within their own areas. Their experiences will then be used to develop a coherent national approach for the second phase.

2. The second phase, 2009–11, will involve all 43 Aimhigher Area Partnerships. This two-year national phase of the Scheme will be launched in June 2009.

How is the Scheme being Co-ordinated?

HEFCE has awarded a contract to the Cardiff School of Social Sciences at Cardiff University to provide a coordination service for the Scheme. During 2008–09 the National Coordination Team will work with the Pathfinder Area Partnerships to identify the best practice being developed during this first year of the Scheme. In the light of this experience, the coordination team will produce:

· a National Standard for Associates

· a National Training Programme for the Aimhigher Associates

· a Handbook of Guidance for use by all the Aimhigher Area Partnerships, HEIs, schools and colleges involved in the scheme from 2009–10 onwards
In addition an Aimhigher Associates Handbook will be produced for the undergraduate students involved in the National Scheme.

The above documentation will be available for distribution to Aimhigher Area Partnerships involved in the national phase of the scheme from June 2009.  

Update on Progress in Phase 1 

All 17 Pathfinder Area Partnerships have commenced work on the first phase of the Associates Scheme and the vast majority of them have undertaken various forms of training for the Associates.  Most of the Pathfinder Area Partnerships have deployed their Associates to schools and colleges so that they could commence individual or group sessions with the school/college students by mid February.

The first Progress Review meeting of representatives of the Area Pathfinder Partnerships was held at St Martin-in-the-Fields on 27 January in order to exchange information and insight into implementing the scheme in their respective areas. The second Progress Review meeting will be held at Manchester Cathedral on Thursday 5 March and will consider key challenges to implementing the scheme to date.

The National Coordination Team visited each of the 17 Pathfinder Area Partnerships during January/early February to gather information on the way they have implemented their programmes so far, to identify the arrangements for monitoring and evaluating the programmes and activities and to gather examples of the documentation they have produced.

The information gathered from the visits is being analysed and will contribute to the work to be undertaken on the Handbook of Guidance.  This and the other national documents will be produced in time for the launch of the National Scheme in June 2009 and will be distributed to all the Aimhigher Area Partnerships which will participate in the National Scheme from June 2009 onwards.

Consideration is being given by HEFCE to the tender document which HEFCE will send to Aimhigher Area Partnerships in the latter part of March.  

To support the development of key sections of the Manual of Guidance a workshop on Recruitment and Deployment was held in St Martin-in-the-Fields on 24 February and the second workshop on Working Partnerships between HEI and school/ colleges will be held at Bristol University on 3 March. 

Drawing on the experiences of the Aimhigher Area Partnerships in the Pathfinder phase of the scheme, a specialist workshop will also be held on 10 March 2009 for representatives from several pathfinder partnerships to help develop documentation and papers on a National Standards for Associates and a National Training Programme. 

The database to record the activities and programmes of each pathfinder area partnership has been established. This facility allows pathfinders to share key documents to inform good practice. This is coupled with the National Coordination Service website, which provides a means of communication between the National Coordination Team and the Pathfinder Area Partnerships.

Moving Forward

The Pathfinder phase of the Aimhigher Associates Scheme is providing valuable and practical information and experience of the way in which the scheme could, following the National Launch in June, be effectively implemented in Aimhigher Area Partnerships throughout the country. A further update on progress will be provided in the next Action on Access Bulletin.

Alan Evans, Lead Co-ordinator, Aimhigher Associates Scheme
Higher Education Academy Launches Research Seminar Series for 2009

On Monday 9th March, the Higher Education Academy will begin its UK-wide 2009 Research Seminar Series entitled, “Access and Success for All”. This second series, offered by the Academy in association with Action on Access and Equality Challenge Unit, builds on the success of the first seminar series delivered in 2007-8 as part of the work of the Disability Equality Partnership. 

Dr Helen May, Senior Adviser at the Academy, said: “The series aims to support access and success for all students through two main ways; either by disseminating research and evidence which an institution has undertaken, or using research to inform practice, and most of the seminars in this series fulfil both roles.”
The seminars are hosted by 19 institutions across the UK, covering four inter-related strands this year:

· inclusive practices to promote equality for disabled students

· effective approaches to widening access

· enhancing student retention and/or success

· improving the degree attainment of students from Black and minority ethnic groups

As a requirement of participation, host institutions will produce a briefing paper which will be made available through the Academy’s widening participation research service (WPRS).  This service offers support to all staff in higher education with a widening participation or inclusion remit and provides access to research information, services and resources to support success throughout the student lifecycle.

Mike Wray, Senior Policy Adviser from Action on Access, said: “This series is an excellent opportunity for staff in higher education institutions to share their experiences and benefit from extensive work already undertaken in this area.”
Dr Sue Cavanagh, Head of Policy and Programming at Equality Challenge Unit, added: “Last year's seminar series was a great success in highlighting and sharing inclusive practice for disabled students and the themes investigated in the upcoming seminars promise to continue to support institutions as they further develop their plans to meet the needs of an increasingly diverse student population.”
Dr May continued: “By ensuring the presentations and briefing papers from each seminar are posted on WPRS, we can reach an increased number of people who have an interest in promoting the access and success of all students, which will be of great benefit to students throughout the UK.”
Places at each seminar are limited and are allocated on a first come, first served basis.  All seminars are free of charge. A full list of the seminars, along with booking details, can be found on the Academy’s website: http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/learning/national_research_seminar
General Information

Widening Participation in Higher Education

The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee published its report on widening participation in higher education on the 26th February. The report is available at: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmpubacc/226/9780215526557.pdf 
2009 London Education Partnership Awards

Are you involved in a dynamic partnership that is enabling more of London’s young people or adults to go on to higher education? Do you know of someone who is making an outstanding contribution to higher education progression and who you would like to nominate for an award? Then make sure you enter the 2009 London Education Partnership Awards.

Past winners and runners-up have achieved outstanding results through their innovative partnerships and a commitment to excellence. And your partnership could be an award winner in 2009. 

See the awards website: www.lepawards.org.uk for details, guidance and online application.

Deadline for entries is 5.00pm, Friday 20 March 2009. 

Information is also available from the awards office, email LEPAwards@ioe.ac.uk  or tel. 020 7612 6313.

Launch of New Podium Website for the 2012 Games

Podium has launched a bright and dynamic new website for the Further and Higher Education sectors. The user-friendly site offers a plethora of original tools to help colleges and universities get the most out of the London 2012 Games.  Announcing the launch Podium Chair, Professor Simon Lee said; “Working alongside Podium every college and university in the country can make their own unique contribution to the Games.”
The website promotes collaboration and offers the opportunity for FECs and HEIs to showcase their activity through the new regions section which has populated maps, showing where colleges and universities are actively engaged with the 2012 Games.  Amongst the new content is a tailored opportunities section detailing competitions, business opportunities and vacancies; together with a facility for RSS news feeds and updated news section to complement the existing newsletters.     

The showcase page offers a platform for more detailed case studies of 2012 Games focused projects running at colleges and universities from across the country.  Website users can easily provide links to their events, news stories, photographs and other activities through the upload section. Games related Resources are now sorted into comprehensive sections for ease of browsing and there is a new search facility to help you find the piece of research, brochure or application form that you need.  

There is a separate student area where student lead activities and events inspired by the values of the Olympics and Paralympics can take the spotlight.  

A more detailed statement on the website launch can be found at www.podium.ac.uk 

Resource for Mature Students

The Student Room and the Department for Innovation, Universities & Skills (DIUS) have teamed up to create a resource for anyone over the age of 21 who's thinking of returning to education. The website brings together for the first time the offerings of every University and Higher Education Institute in England for adult first-time entrants (AFTEs). For further information visit the website at: http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Mature_Students 
Mike’s Marathon Run

Mike Wray, Senior Policy Adviser for Action on Access will be running the London marathon on Sunday 26th of April. The run will raise money for Skill: the national bureau for students with disabilities. If you would like to donate please visit the website:   

http://www.bmycharity.com/mikewraymarathon2009 

Any amount would be much appreciated!
Information Requests

Action on Access eBulletin for April
Email any contributions for the April bulletin to info@actiononaccess.org by Friday 27th March 2009.
Events
Action on Access Events: 
Action on Access and NFER Evaluation Seminar – Monday 11th May, Birmingham. Please note this date in your diary; further information will be available in the shortly.

Action on Access Annual Conference 2009 – Thursday 10th December 2009, London 

Please note this date in your diary; further information will be available in the summer.
Other Events:
Leadership, Management and Strategy for Higher Education in Further Education Colleges –19th March, Birmingham. This half day seminar will be held to offer principals and their senior manager responsible for HE, or a governor, the opportunity to share ideas and hear from the agencies implementing change as well as to inform the production of staff development materials to support strategic development of higher education in further education colleges. Further details
NADP Spring Conference 2009 - 16th March, London. Theme: Supporting students with mental health issues. Further details
Mind the Gap: 14-19 Reforms, Transition into Higher Education, and the Role of Information, Advice and Guidance – 11th March, London. SSAT’s 4th Annual National Schools and HE Conference. Essential for anyone with an interest in supporting students to progress and succeed in higher education. Further details
HE in FE Culture and Experience: A Partnership Perspective – 30th & 31st March, Warwick

The conference will bring together a wealth of strategic and organisational learning from seven HE in FE partnerships and give participants the opportunity to debate, share ideas and make contacts that will help them shape the future of their HE in FE partnerships. Further details
Decisions at 18 – 31st March, Lancaster. CRAC's flagship conference for those who advise and work with young adults, disseminating valuable information on the broad field of school and college leaver career options. It provides an independent, professional forum for career development practitioners from the 14-19 and HE sectors to engage in constructive discussion and effective knowledge sharing. Further details
UCAS Admissions Conference – 7th to 9th April, Birmingham. An interactive three-day conference providing advice and guidance to those involved in university admissions, recruitment and marketing. Further details
Listening to Learners: Partnerships in Action – 22nd April, London 

This innovative conference on learner voice will be of interest to practitioners, policy makers and researchers working in a wide variety of contexts and settings. The programme includes keynote speakers, latest award winning research on learner voice in education, panel discussion, a choice of workshops, plus presentations from learners. Further details
UK National Transition Conference – 24th April, London. This conference invites investigation into the quality of student engagement in the first year taking place at different institutions.  A main aim is to promote rigorous research into the transition from school/college/work to university with a particular focus on the possibility of developing viable models of good practice relevant to different British HEI. Further details
Visit the Action on Access Event web pages for more events in 2009:
http://www.actiononaccess.org/index.php?p=2_3
Alternative Formats

This bulletin can be downloaded from the Action on Access website under ‘Resources’ then ‘Publications’. It is also available in large print, Braille and CD. Please call 01695 650 850 for alternative format versions.

Bulletin

If you have received this indirectly and would like to be added to our mailing list, please email info@actiononaccess.org with the subject line “bulletin mailing”. The next bulletin will be distributed in April. Please email contributions to info@actiononaccess.org by Friday 27th March.
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